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Tre ELEcTion. 


During the coming week the Annual Report and 
the voting papers will be issued; and we shall be 
confronted with the Council election. The present 
liveliness in veterinary politics imparts some interest 
to the election, but fortunately no test question is 
before the electors to give prominence to men of one 
idea. 

It is unquestionable that the profession has 
reached a critical period in its history, and that the 
Council, for years to come, will have onerous and 
difficult duties to perform for us. Present informa- 
tion upon some of the obstacles the Council will 
have to face is incomplete, and it is certain that 
the nature of some others is yet unforeseen. Un- 
doubtedly we want good men to grapple with them. 

Not a little criticism has lately been passed upon 
the present Council; but it is a question how much 
or indeed whether any of it is just. Most of it 
is merely a symptom of disturbance, and it is 
evident in almost every section of the nation just 
now; there is also the natural, though not always 
reasonable human tendency to abuse those in 
authority whenever times are hard. On the whole, 
the Council have done excellent work for us during 
the recent troublous years; and have secured not a 
few rights and privileges to members which a care- 
less or inefficient governing body would probably 
have failed to obtain. A great deal of this isdue to 
the exertions of the President and afew others ; and 
we may agree that the less prominent Councilmen 
deserve at least some credit for having chosen their 
leaders wisely and supported them loyally. It is 
noteworthy that no critic of the Council has any- 


thing but praise for its president ; and, indeed, there 


is a singular lack of definiteness about almost all 
the complaints we have heard of the Council’s work. 
Most of the suggestions that have been advanced 
for amending it have been equally vague : and some, 
such as the will o’ the wisp of “district represen- 
tation,” are positively mischievous. 

We want a Council of hard workers and level- 
headed men, with the energy, knowledge, and pru- 
dence to deal with the many difficult questions they 
will have to face. 


A VoICE FROM THE Past. 


We reprint this week (p. 418) almost in full, the 
remarks of an earlier writer on what is now termed 
“ the status of the profession.” The writer deals 
mainly with one phase of the matter, but his feel- 
ing is so much in accord with some of the recently 
expressed ideas, and withal is so thoroughly sound 
that we have no hesitation in re-presenting them to 
our readers. Much has happened within—and 


written, but it shows us that there were in that day 
men in the profession whose aspirations for the 
profession were as keen and as sincere as any of 
those of to-day. Since then the advances of the 
profession have placed it more nearly on a level 
with the medical, even though we admit it an 
‘inferior member.’ But now, as then, it is the men 
who show intelligence and self-respect who main- 
tain, and help to raise the status of the whole body. 

The extract is taken from the Editorial page of 
The Veterinarian for March 1st, 1830,—fourteen 
years earlier than the date of our First Charter— 
it is unsigned, but the title page of the annual 
volume bears the names, as editors, of Messrs. 
Percivall and Youatt. 


Tumour AND FunNIcULITIS 
DUE TO SCLEROSTOMES. 


Hartog, in the Tydschrift voor veeartsenykunde, 
reports this case. An eighteen months old gelding 
presented a soft irreducible tumour, the size of a 
turkey’s egg, in the umbilical region. No opening 
in the umbilical region could be perceived. The 
nature of the tumour could not be diagnosed till 
after operation. At the same time the animal 
showed a hard pear-shaped tumour of the size of 
the fist in the left inguinal region. This tumour 
did not extend very high into the inguinal canal, 
and showed no trace of fistula. 

The inguinal tumour was operated upon in the 
classic manner; but, after dissecting the vaginal 
sheath, Hartog found that the epiploon had descend- 
ed into the tumefaction. He therefore twisted the 
sheath upon itself with its contents, and applied a 
clamp as high up as possible. -+ 

The umbilical tumour was operated upon under 
local anaesthesia. An incision was made upon the 
median line, the two lips of the cutaneous wound 
were separated, and the tumour was dissected to its 
base. Although he could perceive no opening in 
the umbilical region, Hartog had the impression 
that the umbilical orifice was not obliterated in a 
normal manner, for a loose depressible tissue existed 
in that place. Supposing that there must be a very 
narrow Orifice in the abdominal wall, Hartog applied 
an elastic ligature to the base of the tumour, and 
excised the mass a small distance from the ligature. 
The tumour consisted of a structureless mass of 
gelatinous consistence and brownish colour. In its 
centre, Hartog discovered six armed sclerostomes. 
It is certain that the neoformation must have been 
provoked by the irritation due to sclerostomes. 

After three days the stump of the testicular cord 


was excised below the clamp. Incising the mass, 


without—the profession since the article was | Hartog found in it five sclerostomes, several of 
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which were still living. It is to be presumed that 

the funiculitis must have been provoked by the 
resence of the parasites—(Annales de Médecine 
étérinaire). 


ENTERRHAGIA FROM COMPRESSION OF THE 
PortaL VEIN. 


Prévost, an army veterinary surgeon, mgeria the 
following remarkable case to the Central Society of 


Paris. A four-year-old mare, in rather poor con- 


‘dition, showed colicky symptoms; and the stable|¥ 


attendant perceived that during the night she had 

‘lost by the anus a quantity of blood, which was 
estimated at several litres. Upon examination, the 
mare was found to be depressed. The pulse was 
small and imperceptible, the conjunctiva pale, and 
the flanks agitated. The vulva was clean, but the 
margin of the anus was still covered with blood. 
The faeces were hard and blackish. Manual ex- 
‘ploration of the rectum did not reveal the least 
trauma. The haemorrhage did not recur, but the 
mare soon died. 

The post-mortem examination resulted as follows. 
When the abdomen was opened, one or two litres 
of red serosity flowed out. The peritoneum was 
inflamed, and was largely separated from its attach- 
ments in the region of the right kidney, where it 
formed a capsule filled with pus. There was, there- 
fore, a peri-renal abscess, which was regarded as 
due to strangles, and which reached the size of a 
child’s head. The kidney was simply congested. 
The great mesenteric artery was gorged with blood. 

_ The portal vein was compressed by the abscess, 
which had developed insidiously. The resultant 
venous stasis had produced a haemorrhage at the 

most dependent see of the large colon, in the 

_ region of the diaphragmatic flexure. The vena cava 
had escaped the compression. 

' It is rather interesting to note that, in polygastric 

- animals, abscesses of the kidneys have not usually 
such grave effects upon the portal circulation.— 

Annales de Médecine Vétérinaire. 

W. B.C. 


CHARGES OF VETERINARY SURGEONS. 


Licet omnibus, licet etiam nobis, dignitatem’ artis 
veterinarie tueri.—Cicero, 


A recent decision in the Court of King’s Bench has 
afforded matter for gratulation to the general prac- 
titioners of human medicine. Mr. Handley, a surgeon- 
apothecary, had attended a patient during several weeks ; 
and on his bill being demanded, had sent in an account 
of visits and medicines, and the medicines very few in 
number. He affixed no separate price or charge to the 
‘different items, but placed a sum, and a very moderate 
one, at the bottom of the list. The patient refused to 
pay for the visits ; but he tendered the amount of the 
‘medicines, at the apothecaries’ usual price. The prac- 
titioner persisted in demanding the whole sum, qnd, on 
this, issue was joined. 

Lord Tenterden, before whom the cause was tried, 
was of opinion, that on every ground of reason and 
justice,—for the respectibility of the profession and the 
safety of the patient,—the medical man was entitled 


not only to charge for the d he might have occasion 
‘to use, but to demand a “talr remuneration for the 


ee of his time and the exercise of his skill: 
and the jury gavea verdict for the plaintiff to the whole 
amount. 

The importance of this decision is duly appreciated 
by the general practitioner; not as increasing his 
emolument, for in the majority of cases that will scarcely 
be affected, but as relieving him from many a source of 
annoyance and as giving a new char- 
acter to his ert and elevating him to a desirable 
and deserved rank in merge 

The veterinary surgeon, although an inferior member, 
et a member of the medical profession, is deeply 
interested in this decision. He, too, is, of necessity, a 
general practitioner, for there is and can be no dis- 
tinction of surgeon and apothecary among us; and there 
is reason to hope that the dictum of the judge and the 
verdict of the jury would fully reach him. 

What is the usual nature and character of the vet- 
erinarian’s practice? He is consulted respecting a horse 
supposed to labour under some disease. He has one, 
two, or three miles to travel to see him. He finds, on 
examination, that a physic or diuretic ball, with a little 
rest, and a few mashes, are all that is required to restore 
the animal to health and work. But will the price of 
this ball fairly remunerate him for his trouble? Could 
he even get bread for his family? What is the most 
conscientious practitioner to do? He has a right to 
obtain a just equivalent for his attention and advice, 
and how must he obtain it? Not by doing anything to 
injure or torture the poor animal, but by sending more 
medicine than was wanted, and by doing mt little 
things that might as well be let alone. What is the 
conséquence of this? The owner sometimes begins to 
suspect that he is making a job of the business ; and he 
becomes discontented, and is loth to employ the surgeon 
another time, and who thus suffers both in reputation 
and profit. 

His bill—what is it /—why a very fair one in amount ; 
scarcely a compensation,—not a compensation for his 
labour and anxiety: but its items are composed of 
moving of plugs, and dressing of blisters, and rubbin 
in of oils, and administering of aig and balls, an 
drenches, and lotions, and ge | such like things, sav- 
ouring of the old farrier’s school, and fatal to the 
respectable character we would assume, and to the 
assumption of which we are entitled. 

There are certain broad lines which mark the various 
grades of society, and custom has stamped them with 
authority. This retail way of conducting our pro- 
fession,— these worse than chandler’s shop accounts, 
must necessarily exclude us from the circle in which we 
aspire to move ; or if, by courtesy, a few of us should 
be suffered to cross the line, unusual private worth, or 
literary or scientific attainments, must be our passport, 
and that of most precarious tenure and value. 

The medical profession was the last that was recog- 
nised. At this, considering the history of early times, 
and the character of the early practitioners, we scarcely 
wonder : nor, perhaps, ought we to wonder or complain 
that its advance in public estimation has been so slow. 
The higher branches of the medical profession have now, 
however, been enabled to vindicate their just and natural 
claims. If they have not a legal title to an adequate 
honorarium for the exertion of their skill, common 
consent, more powerful than any written law, has secured 
it them ; and common consent has likewise sanctioned 
their demand te mingle with the noblest of the land. 

The inferior branches of the clerical and legal pro- 
fessions have long reposed under the protection of the 
legislature, and of common opinion. To the clergyman 
a vested property has been assigned, of which neglect of 
duty can scarcely deprive him. The solicitor may de- 
maad his fee for every visit, and for the most triflin 
advice. Their subsistence is grounded on, or connec 
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with, the exercise of their intellectual and moral powers’; 
but the general practitioner was the tradesman still: 
neither law nor custom would grant him aught beyond 
what he could demand as a retailer of drugs; and both 
united to trample upon him and degrade him. They 
made him what he was, and then condemned and punish- 
ed him for being what they bad made him. 

To us, poor veterinary surgeons, from our later emer- 
gence from absolute barbarism, and the nature of a 
portion of our practice, and the scandalous imperfection 
of our education, and the rooted and too-well-founded 
prejudices of the community, all this more powerfully 
and more painfully applies ; but the decision in the case 
of Handley v. Henson, so important to the general 
practitioner, gives us likewise the opportunity of liber- 
ating ourselves from this thraldom, and that worst 
thraldom of all, a consciousness cf self-degradation. 
Several respectable practitioners have attempted it again 
and again. The accounts which they have delivered to 
their employers have borne considerable resemblance to 
that of Mr. Handley, or have been drawn up in a more 
summary, and a better a: | ; but these spirited individ- 
uals have been so oppose by the practice of the gen- 
erality of their brethren, and the prejudice and want of 
principle of some of those on whose animals they 

ractised, and the absence of legal authority in their 
Leder, that they have been obliged, in a considerable 
degree, to modify, or rather to nullify their plan, and, in 
some instances, to abandon it altogether. 

An opportunity now offers for the profession, by 
general consent, and one simultaneous effort, to rid 
themselves of this source of debasement. Why may not 
the veterinary surgeon’s claim, in future, run thus, “For 
medical attendance on such a case, from such to such a 
date?” Then the sum,—shall it be arbitrary, or depend 
on the whim and caprice of the moment? No——while 
we do justice to ourselves let us not be unjust to others. 
At the beginning of our ledgers, or in some place, or 
under some form accessible to our employers, let us have 
a scale of charges for visits according to the distance, or 
time occupied, and for operations, and manipulation 
and medicines of all kinds: let an account be enter 
in our day-book of all that we do; and then let the sum 
appended to our demand be the actual sum of what we 
have done, and, as nearly as possible, the sum which we 
are accustomed to charge in our present despicable way 
of doing business. We should then have the satisfaction 
of acting honourably towards others, while we vindicated 
our own honour ; and we should have a ready answer to 
give, a ready justification to plead, in those cases which 
too frequently happen to the most scrupulous among 
us—they who have benefitted by our skill afterwards 
refusing adequately to remunerate it. 

We throw out these hints for the consideration of our 
brethren. We have been strenuous advocates for reform 
in veterinary education ; and we now point out a wa 
in which veterinary practice may likewise be reformed. 
By their joint influence we might sooner, and more 
generally, — our proper rank in society: but this 
we shall never do while we are sent into practice un- 
prepared and untaught ; and by this vile system of 
charging for balls, and drenches, and dressings, are 
voluntarily and obstinately degrading ourselves. 


‘*Culpaé sua damnum sentiens, non intelligitur damnum 
pati.’’ 


Parasitic mange has broken out in the City of Aber- 
deen, and the Bills and Law Committee of the Town 
Council have recommended that early notification of all 
suspicious cases be made, and have instructed Mr. 
Marshall, the burgh veterinary surgeon, to take the 
necessary steps to have the disease kept in check or 
eradicated as soon as possible. 


NORTH OF IRELAND 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
(Nationa V.M.A.—IrisH Brancn). 


Ministry OF HEALTH BILL, AS APPLIED TO IRELAND. 


Owing to the a and importance of this matter 
the president, Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, M.B.E., M.R.C.V.8., 
considered it necessary to call a special meeting of Coun- 
cil on 3rd March, to consider the advisability of sending 
a deputation to the House of Commons to interview 
members previous to the Committee stage of this Bill. 
It was unanimously decided to do so, and to submit the 
decision to a general meeting, which was held on the 
10th March. At this meeting, which was well attended 
by members, the action of the Council was enthusi- 
astically endorsed, and Messrs J. Ewing Johnston M.B.E. 
M.R.C.V.8., and J. A. Jordan, M.R.O.V.8., were reques 
to proceed to the House of Commons at the earliest 
sible moment, as they were informed the Standing 
Jommittee entrusted with this Bill was to have their 
first meeting on Wednesday, 12th March. " 

In view of this urgency the deputation left on the 
night of the 10th March, and the following day inter- 
viewed the members in the House. The Ulster Party 
were most sympathetic, and those who were members of 
the Standing Committee especially Mr. McGuffin, M.P. 
| for Shankill Division Belfast, voiced the claims of our 
profession. 

The following, as it ap in Hansard on the 13th, 
and 27th March, gives a full report of the proceedings. 

Mr. MoGurrin : Will the words “ engaged in” apply 
to veterinary inspectors, who inspect cow sheds and the 
condition of milk cows! The production of milk is a 
very serious matter in reference to safeguarding against 
disease. 

Dr. Apptson: This deals purely with training and 
educational matters. The functionof veterinary surgeons 
in connection with the administration of Acts of Parlia- 
ment isan important measure which will arise when we 
are apcoee voy | what would be the extension of the 
health service, but is quite a separate matter from the 
functions of the Central Department. Here we are 
dealing with the cognisance which the Department is 
expected to take of the training of persons who will be 
employed on health service, such as midwives, nurses, 
etc., so that the other matter does not now arise. 

Mr. McGurrin : Is it intended that they will have 
such powers ! 

Dr. Appison: There are so many big questions of 
health administration in connection*with milk and man 
other matters, which I think would be properly dealt 
with when we have specific proposals, which we shall 
have in the near future, put before Parliament in con- 
nection with the development of our various health 
services, that I do not think I could usefully say any- 
thing on the general question raised here. is relates 
merely to the duties of the Ministry in taking cognisance 
of training. I am in thorough sympathy with the 
ae purpose of the hon. member, but if once we em- 

rk on discussing individual health services and their 
local administration we shall get outside the intention 
of this Clause. 

Mr. McGurrin: I am not often in the absolute 
unaminity with the Hon. Member for the Falls Division 
of Belfast (Mr. Devlin) in which I find myself this 
morning. I am persuaded that if Ireland had full re- 
presentation in the House of Commons it might have had 
a separate Bill. Though legislation by bits is unsatis- 
factory, at the same time I cannot see why Ireland is not 
regarded as a ial mg A this case, with a Bill 
specially devoted to itself. The Clause says “Six other 


relating 


persons having practical experience of matters 


i 
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or incidental to.” What interests or institutions the 
are to represent is the difficulty at the moment, and 
do not think the Attorney-General so far has been very 
sympathetic with regard to that. I am sure that the 
industrial classes should have representation. The time 
has come when the industrial classes, whose children 
‘this Bill is specially set up to protect, will insist on 
having adequate representation on any body that is 
going to be appointed. There are many representative 
organisations of labour in connection with Ireland that 
meet fairly claim to have representation. 
here is a matter I raised before in Committee, and 
on which I was ruled out of order, and that is the ques- 
tion of Veterinary Surgeons. In my opinion they are a 
very important y, and a professional body whose 
status cannot be ignored in this matter. We all feel 
that the very bedrock of this question is the question of 
milk, and I think no men are more competent to deal 
with this matter than the veterinary surgeons. I would 
like, therefore, to have some assurance that, in the selec- 
tion of this body, men whose judgment and experience 
are so necessary in guiding us in this matter should not 
be ovérlooked, and that adequate recognition should be 
gon to the Irish Veterinary Association. It would be 
their duty to inspect the cattle for tubercular cases, and 
to see that the milk itself was free from those germs 
which are so insidious, and, in many cases, detrimental 
to the health of the people. I would press upon the 
Attorney-General the desirability of giving us an assur- 
ance that the representation of these men will not be 
overlooked in so far as it serves the general public inter- 
est. I want to say that I am absolutely in accord wit 
the hon. member for the Falls Division of Belfast in this 
matter with respect to Ireland, but we feel for the mo- 
ment that we are on the horns of a dilemma. We were 
not likely to get a Bill for Ireland at the moment. 
There was not sufficient pressure to produce influence 
enough on the Government. I say it with all respect to 
my hon. friend, we had not sufficient influence to do that. 
I do very much regret that there has not been a special 
Bill for Ireland. Had we the pluck and the tenacity of 
the Scottish race, in all probability we would have got 
it, but, even if the provisions are of a temporary nature, 
now that they are to be set up, we are all hopeful that 
the best result will be achieved, and I am very glad my 
hon. friend is so much in sym thy with the prosecution 
of this measure to a successful end. 

Mr. SAMUELS: I have to thank the members of the 
Committee for the reception they have given to our pro- 

sal. The suggestions which have fallen from different 

on. members will, I am perfectly certain, be carried 
into effect when we are setting up this Council. My 
lonely friend from the Falls Division (Mr. Dev}in). 

Mr. Devuin: Not a bit lonely. 

Mr. SAMUELS: According to certain representations 
he made it would appear as if he had no influence. He 
had a dynamic influence by his amendments on the paper. 
and certainly we did adopt to a very great extent, an 
were bound to adopt the very valuable suggestions he 
made. As pointed out by my hon. and gallant friend 
(Capt. Craig) it would not be satisfactory to state here 

_the names of the six persons. We want to have a certain 
elasticity in regard to the composition of the Council 
and that is why we have largely, if not mainly, adopted 
the suggestion of my hon. friend, the member for the 
Falls Division, to have six instead of three as originally 

intended. If we give a certain amount of elasticity the 
suggestions made by the hon. members, and the hon. 
members for Derbyshire, Edmonton and Leeds, will re- 
ceive the fullest consideration, and I hope we shall have 
a full working and satisfactory Council. I think it 
would be most unsatisfactory to suggest names here or 
tos t the representatives of interests. In this re- 
spect I would adopt the views of the right hon. gentle- 


man (Dr. Addison) who set his face like flint against the 
representation of any particular interests, because if 

ou do that you will have them round like bees and 
ndtv I can assure the hon. member for the Shank- 
hill Division that his suggestions will be carefully con- 
sidered, but 1 cannot give any undertaking in regard to 
the matters now.” 

On the 28th March the deputation submitted their 
report at a general meeting of the Association, and were 
highly complimented on the success which attended 
their efforts. It was considered however, that in order 
to make it certain it was unanimously resolved. 

“'That this meeting places on record its application of 
the action of the Government in introducing the Min- 
istry of Health Bill, and its application to Ireland. 
Further, having regard to the invaluable assistance here- 
tofore rendered by the members of the veterinary pro- 
fession to the cause of public health, and to the im- 

rtant part which they must in the future undertake 
in the matter, would point out the necessity of havin 
the words “and a member of the Royal College o 
Veterinary Surgeons” added to clause (d) of sub-section 
2; and at least one member of the veterinary profession 
on the Irish Public Health Consultative Council ; and 
this pagar | requests the Government to provide in said 
Bill for such representation. 

That copies of this resolution be forwarded to the 
Prime Minister, Dr. Addison, the Chief Secretary for 
Ireland, the Attorney-General for Ireland, woe § the 
Ulster Members of Parliament.” 

On 18th April a special meeting of Council was called 


h | to arrange for a deputation to wait on the Chief Secretary 


for Ireland (Rt. Hon. Ian Macpherson, M.p.), and the 
Attorney-General (Rt. Hon. Arthur Samuels, k.c., M.P.), 
on the occasion of their visit to Belfast. The following 
members were appointed :—Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, 
M.B.E., M.R.C.V.S., Mr. J. A. Jordan, m.R.c.v.s., Mr. J. J. 
Ross, M.R.C.v.8., Mr. F. W. Emery, F.R.¢.v.s., and Mr. 
T. McGuinness, B.A., M.R.C.V.8. 

The City Chamberlain kindly arranged with the Chief 
Secretary for the reception of the deputation on Thurs- 
day Ist May at 12-30 p.m. Accordingly the deputation — 
as above constituted, were introduced by the Lord 


Mayor. 
The Chief Secretary after listening most attentivel 
to our case expressed himself as being in sympathy with 
our claims, and gave us such assurance that our pro- 
fession would be recognised in the Bill which he was 
contemplating introducing at an early date, as to leave 
no doubt on the minds of all those present that, at least, 
our profession would yet be placed in that position for 
which we have been aspiring, and to which we consider 
we are justly entitled. (See p. 428). 


NORTH MIDLAND VETERINARY ASSOCIATION 
[NationaL V.M.A.—NortTHERN Brancu.|] 


A meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, Leopold 
Street, Sheffield,on March 4th. The following members 
were present Messrs W. Collinson, (President) 8. E. 
Sampson, R. Hudson, 8. H. Nixon, W. Murgatroyd, T. 
C, Fletcher, H. Thompson, and J. 8. Lloyd. (Hon. Sec.) 
Mr. J. Malcolm Armfield, Visitor. 

Prior to the meeting the members present were enter- 
tained to tea by the Sheftield members. 

The minutes of the last quarterly meeting having 
been published were taken as read, and on the motion 
of Mr. Hudson and seconded by Mr. Sampson, were 
confirmed. 

The Hon Secretary read the minutes of the Council 
meeting held on February 18th, and on the motion of 
Mr. Hudson and seconded by Mr. Murgatroyd, were 


adopted. 
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Mr. Sampson, President of the Yorkshire Veterinary 
Society, stated that he had brought to the notice of that 
Society a circular letter on veterinary examination fees 
for insurance companies, issued by the North Midland 
Veterinary Association, which met with the approval of 
the Yorkshire Society members with one exception— 
they thought 1/3d. per mile after a distance of two miles 
should be charged, instead of 6d. per mile after three 
miles as stated in the circular. The members present 
did not agree to this, especially as it was understood 
that the insurance companies objected to paying any 
mileage at all. 

The Hon. Treasurer submitted a balance sheet for the 
ear 1918. On the proposal of Mr. Fletcher, seconded 
y Mr. Hudson, this was passed. The Hon. Treasurer 

commented on the fact that the balance in the bank had 
been increased from £31 0 0 to £37 10 O although the 
subscriptions were considerably cut down, owing to the 
absence of several members serving with the Army 
abroad whose er during the period of war 
had not been collected. — 

The PRESIDENT stated that owfhg to calls upon his 
time he had not been able to present an address in 
writing. He wished to thank the members for the honour 
of re-electing him president, and was particularly pleased 
to be president in the year when, he had no doubt, peace 
would be declared. He hoped during his year of office 
to welcome Army Veterinary Surgeons returning from 
the war, and trusted they would turn up at the meetings, 
and be able to give some interesting information to mem- 
bers who had not been fortunate enough to serve. He 
saw no reason why veterinary surgeons should be down- 
hearted for he thought the greatly increased value of 
farm stock would call for increased services by veteri- 
nary surgeons. Professional fees had been considered 
by this Association, and increases agreed upon. He 
thought suggestions from other Associations should be 
put into the veterinary press, and that steps should be 
taken to make non-members of Veterinary Associations 
fall in line. 

He drew attention to the Pome increase in parasitic 
mange in this country, and thought it exper | due to 
infection from Army horses, mostly, in his opinion, from 
home units. Horses returned from overseas would also 
probably bring other diseases, and that would of course 
increase the work of veterinary surgeons. 

He informed the meeting that a conference of West 
Riding veterinary surgeons was being held shortly at 
the County Hall, Wakefield, for the purpose of giving 
information as to treatment, isolation and disinfection 
in connection with outbreaks of parasitic mange. He 
was pleased this meeting was being called as it showed 
that veterinary surgeons were being looked to for advice, 
and he trusted that a succesful issue would result from 
the conference. 

He again thanked the members for his re-election and 
requested the members to freely discuss any matters 
mentioned in his address. 

Mr. T.C.FLETCHER said he was pleased Mr. Collinson 
was President in Armisticeand Peace years. He wished 

e had come in his own year of occupation of the 
presidential chair. 

It was not his opinion that army horses had spread 
parasitic mange in Sheffield. He was pleased the question 
of fees had been taken up by the Veterinary Associations 
in Yorkshire and Derbyshire, and hoped other associ- 
ations would do likewise. He hoped papers would be 
brought before the association on current seg or such 
as joint-ill in the foaling season. It was very little use 


discussing specific diseases unless they were prevalent 
at the time of discussion, when matters relating thereto 
were fresh in the memories of the members discussing 
- — Methods of treatment as well as experience 
shou 


given on this and other seasonal ailments. 


» Mr. Hupson said he had a surprisingly small number 
of parasitic mange cases due toarmy origin. He thanked 
Mr. Collinson for taking the chair for another year, and 
— he would have a successful year of office. 

r. COLLINSON said he had seen outbreaks of parasitic 
mange on farms when nag horses had recently been 
brought on to the farm, and thought that it was unus- 
ual for mange to break out amongst working farm horses 
except when it was carried to the farm in the manner 
indicated. He thought the farmer’s nag horse was 
stabled at Market Inns in stables where horses recently 
purchased from the Army, and horses of small dealers 
and wagonette proprietors had been recently stabled. 
The nag horse in this way caught the disease and carried 
it to the farm. He thought the use of wood stables 
greatly increased the ew on of infection, for it is 
almost impossible to thorough] y disinfect such buildings. 
He also considered that in outbreaks of parasitic man 
it is essential that all harness, utensils, etc., should 
thoroughly disinfected, or further outbreaks of the 
disease would take place. 

Mr. Sampson wished to thank Mr. Collinson for his 
address and for taking the presidential chair. He 
thought the increase of parasitic mange was to a consid- 
erable extent due to bad grooming, which was aggravated 
by a shortage of labour and inefficiency on the part of 
carters. He also thought that the blacksmith’s shop 
and the shoeing smith were probable means of conveying 

rasitic mange from one horse toanother. He thought 

lacksmiths’ aprons and a shoeing forges, and the 
forges themselves, should periodically thoroughly 
disinfected. 

He suggested that during the coming summer joint 
meetings of the Yorkshire, Derbyshire und North Mid- 
land Veterinary Societies should be held. He thought 
that discussion on such matters as veterinary fees at 
joint meetings would be beneficial and that unanimity 
would be gained better than by holding separate meet- 


ings. 

Mir. MuRGATROYD stated that he had met with par- 
asitic mange in several army horses a year or two ago. 
He stated that he had seen it mentioned in a lay-paper 
that a prominent member of the veterinary profession 
had stated that a horse can be dressed for parasitic 
mange at a cost of 2d per dressing, and he had been re- 

uested by at least one of his clients to make the same 
charge. He thought it was a pity that such a statement 
should have been made and allowed to go out to the 
lay-press. 

In connection with the treatment of parasitic mange 
Mr. Hudson thought that steps should be taken to pre- 
vent quacks from carrying out the treatment, but that it 
should be confined to veterinary surgeons. __ 3 

The Hon. Sec. stated that treatment in his opinion 
was often ineffectual in obtaining a complete cure for 
parasitic mange because the necessary steps were not 
taken for removing the hair and thoroughly cleansin 
the skin of the animal before the dressing was-applied. 
He was also of opinion that method was required in 
dressing tie cctnal iat as it was required in disinfecting 
the stable. His instructions in connection with the 
latter were always to have the under-parts of the manger 
and other inaccessible places thoroughly washed and 
disinfected before the other parts were attended to. In 
the same way he thought that the under portion of the 
horse’s body should be dressed before the sane. Bp 
applied to the back, loins, and upper parts of the body, 
Where the latter were attended to first, it was his ex- 
perience that the under portions got neglected. He also 
mentioned that isolation was not so strictly enforced 
under the Parasitic Mange Amendment Order, and 
stated that his experience in this respect was that if a 
man was able to work his horse he was not so likely to 
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dress it regularly as he would if he was forced to effect 
a cure before the horse could be taken out and worked. 

Many members mentioned the difficulty in obtainin 
specimens of the Itch mite from animals affected, an 
in this connection Mr. Hudson stated that he took the 
scrapings, put them in warm water and washing soda, 
keeping the solution warm for several hours. e then 
put the sediment between slides and examined with the 
microscope, usually with success. 

Mr. THompson stated that on several occasions he had 
found the mites by the following simple method. He 
took the scrapings, put them in an ordinary glass bettle, 
which he afterwards corked and kept warm for some 
time. This in many instances could be done by simply 

_ placing the bottle in the waistcoat pocket and carrying 
it about with him. The mites could then often be seen 
moving up the glass. 


MASTITIS IN THE Cow, 


Mr. Hupson opened a discussion. He said :— — 

When asked at the last meeting to open a discussion 
on Mastitis of the Cow, introducing some of the prom- 
inent features from the book on that disease by Sven 
Wall, I did not think my task would be very difficult. 
Expecting to find original matter, I thought it would 
be easy to pick it out and place it before you for dis- 
cussion, but, so far as Mastitis—leaving out Tuberculosis 
and Actinomycosis, is concerned, I regret to say that I 
found very little that would further our knowledge of 
the disease or help in its prevention and treatment. 

After dealing briefly with the anatomy and physiology 
of the udder, the author describes the udder disease 
which we call Mammitis or Mastitis, under the heading 
Infectious Mastitis, thus regarding all cases as due to 
the introduction of some organism. 

Infectious Mastitis he divides into Parenchymatous 
Mastitis—that in which the teat duct, sinus, gland 
ducts, and epithelium are involved. Interstitial Mas- 
titis—when the connective tissue lying between the 
secretory ducts, cells and alveoli are involved. 

Interstitial he further sub-divides into Acute and 


Chronic. 
He then goes on to describe at some length Mastitis 
as produced by kee micro-organisms,—Strepto- 


coccus Mastitis, Mastitis, Coli-bacillus 
Mastitis, Pyo bacillus Mastitis. 

It is better, I think, to disregard the division of 
Parenchymatous and Interstitial, and base our study of 
the disease on the particular organism which may have 
brought it about. I cannot picture in my mind ever 
seeing a case where I could determine either condition 
existing alone, and certainly not where any of the 
organisms the author mentions were present : and on 
reading through the text I have difficulty in’ seeing 
clearly that the author has found them as well defined, 
separate conditions. 

he presence in the milk of the udder of any of the 
organisms mentioned, would, under suitable conditions, 
soon set up an inflammation, rapidly spreading through 
the epithelium to the surrounding connective tissue. 


Sources of Infection. The author appenes to take th® 
view that the milk in an apparently healthy udder is 
always germ free ; though later on (page 66) he contra- 
dicts himself by mentioning that he found streptococci 
in what appeared to be normal milk. 

The translator introduces a statement by Ward that 
the healthy udder harbours bacteria throughout the 
whole of its extent. I think that we are bound to accept 
that statement because it is generally held to be true 
by many bacteriologists. 

The ports by which organisms gain entrance, the 
author considers, are openings into the udder,—teat 


orifice and wounds, and the blood. 


| The factors predisposing to a teat infection are drop- 
ping of milk from the udder when overdistended, and 
the author considers that a rapidly growing or mobile 
organism could so infect the whole of the milk in the 
udder. Age and chills, he thinks, paralyse the sphincter 
muscle and so allow the organism to penetrate. Intro- 
duction by tubes and straws by attendant, and straws 
penetrating when lying down he also mentions. 

The author considers that an organism might grow its 
way along the teat duct if it is virulent enough to exert 
a negative chemiotactic action on the leucocytes in the 
duct, and thinks this explains the distinctly contagious 
character of many cases of Mastitis. 


Udder Wounds. Mastitis resulting from these require 
no comment and can be passed over. é 


The blood as a port of Infection. The author con- 
siders that organisms may be arrested in the udder 
when circulating in the blood: stream, either free or car- 
ried by leucocytes, the latter dying and leaving the 
organism to carry on and multiply. 

have often thought that this mode of infection 
might take place in those cases which are so common 
where septic conditions of the womb exist, for in such 
cases it is difficult to imagine the blood being germ-free, 
also it is evident the blood does carry germs from the 
womb—as shown by joint and tendon infecton, lung 
infection, sub-dermal infection. Whatever the partic- 
ular organism may be, it does not appear possible 
to determine clinically what symptoms it sets up 
in the udder, so that the microscope would have to 
decide. The author mentions experiments in which he 
injected organisms, but the results are no use for diag- 


nostic purposes. 
TREATMENT. 


Under Strepto-mycosis the author mentions for the 
treatment of general conditions :—Camphor in V grain 
doses, because it is excreted in the milk (V _ grain 
probably means V grammes). Antifebrin because i+ does 
not taste in milk. Glaubers salis. 

For local conditions—milking out and injecting 300- 
500. c.c. of lukewarm, boiled 4% boric acid solution, 
the solution remaining for about four hours. 

Rubbing in a concentrated solution of Iodine as a 
mild irritant for a day or two. 

Drawing the udder twice daily, but not oftener, so 
that the udder may rest. 

If the condition is obstinate, the intlation with air 
inhibits the growth of bacteria. One may combine 
boracic acid solution and air. ; 

Cutting off the teat. Deep firing. 
moval of sequestra. 


Operative xe- 


Mr. Sampson considered that the pathology of these 
cases was not properly understood, as many of them had 
not responded satisfactorily to the treatment generally 
ciupiel,. He would llke to be able to treat infectious 
cases of Mastitis by the use of vaccines or Polyvalent 
serum. 

Mr. CoLinson had tried a vaccine yp omy by takin 
one part of the disease discharge and three of norma 
saline solution. This was treated by warmth, filtered 
and sterilized for ten minutes. He afterwards injected 
10 c.c. hypodermically once daily for three or four injec- 
tions. He — the injection of filtered air, especiall 
disinfected by the use of eucalyptus, would be beneficial. 
He did not put much faith in amputation of the teat, 
for the opening to the udder soon e choked up by 
the drying of the 

Mr. FiteTcuer thanked Mr. Hudson for introducing 
the subject. This disease was very rife in his practice 
last season, in August and September. He eonsidered 
“ August bags” arose from changes in the milk in the 
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udder due to hot weather. The disease was usually found 
in “ lying off” cows. He would very much like to see 
some successful measures brought forward, both for cure 
and prevention. He wondered whether a seal on the 
end of the teat would be of value, or if the change was 
due to the heat in the milk in the udder. Infec- 
tion by the blood stream was an interesting method of 
infection, but he did not remember a case of such occur- 
ing from disease of the womb. He thought the: mam- 
mary lymphatic glands would act asa filter. He thought 
some means of prevention would really be of more ser- 
vice to the owners of cattle than methods of cure. 

Mr. Hupson thought that if a mixed vaccine was 
prepared from a special case and injected into the teats 
of “ lying off” cows subject to infection, prevention would 
probably be successful. 

For treatment I have used an autogenous vaccine 
prepared as follows :—Take a quantity of material from 
the udder of an infected cow, and add four times the 
quantity of normal saline solution. Shake well and 
incubate for twelve hours at a temperature of 100 to 110 
deg. Fah. Sterilize by boiling on the water bath for ten 
minutes, and filter through cotton wool put at the bot- 
tom of a 2 oz. syringe, making up any loss by an addi- 
tion of normal saline solution. Add 5 minims of carbolic 
acid to keep the vaccine. 

Dose. 10 c.c. daily injected into the skin at the front 
of the udder. 

It is probable that better results would be given if the 
dose was gradually increased, but how much increase I 
cannot say, not having had sufficient experience. 

I think that if some treatment were carried out on 
these lines by members of the Society, and the results 
compared, we should have better data to base our line 
of treatment on. If members care to send me materials 
from diseased udders I will prepare the vaccine and 
return it to them for use. 

Mr. THompson thought that such a vaccine could be 
prepared at the Pathological laboratory at the Sheffield 
University, and suggested that steps should be taken 
by the Association to get into touch with the professor 
in charge of the laboratory to see if he could assist the 
members of the Association in this matter. 

The meeting concluded by a vote of thanks to the 
President for his conduct in the chair. 


J.S. Luoyp, Hon. Sec. 


ROYAL COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


{[NarronaL V.M.A.—SouTHeRN Brancu.] 


At a General Meeting held at the Laboratories of the 
Board of.Agriculture and Fisheries at New Haw. Wey- 
bridge, on Friday _ 2nd, the President, G. P. Male, 
Esq., in the chair, there were also present, Messrs. 
A. E. Willett, J. W. Willett, Sydney H. Slocock, 
Esmond Brown, P. J. Simpson, (Major R.a.v.c.), G. 
Rees-Mogg, (Major r.a.v.c.), J. Willett H. 
A. MacCormack. J. W. McIntosh, J. H. Parker, Sir 
S. Stockman, Messrs. J. C. Coleman (Secretary), and 


G. E. King. 

Visitors: Messrs. M. J. Reidy, D. Starkey, G. A. 
Koch, H. Gooch, E. L. Lloyd, W.G. Wragg, F. 8. H. 
Fores, O. Knight and A. Norman. 

—? of last meeting were taken as read and con- 
med, 

The Secretary read a letter from the vy sd 
Veterinary Association ; also one from Live Stock Offices 
Association, re V.S. fees; and an acknowledgement 


from Secretary R.C.V.S. of the resolution sent by this 
Association at its last meeting. 


The CHAIRMAN : At our last meeting Mr Willett was 
appointed a representative to discuss the fees paid by 
insurance companies. Perhaps we had better take this 
letter first. re there any observations on the letter 
from the Derbyshire Association ? 

Mr. Wituett : I quite agree with the last part if it is 
possible to have the fee, but I think the other part is 
rather impracticable. J udges usually do not receive a 
fee, but they usually have their ae aid. 

The CuatrMaN : [ think it should be left to the veter- 
inary surgeon himself to decide. Then there is the ques- 
tion of the veterinary surgeon who refuses to officiate. It 
would be very difficult to abolish. Perhaps the best 
way will be to acknowledge the letter with thanks. 

Mr. Wittert: And that this Association does not see 
its vn 4 to express its opinion in the matter. Personally 
I think it is rather showing the white feather. It will 
not stop the patent medicine vendor being there. It is 
perfectly certain they will not lose their revenue. I 
think we as sportsmen should come forward to help 
shows, and help agriculture and the horse breeding 
industry generally, and I think it would look rather bad 
if the profession struck against doing its work unless 


they were paid, and, as Mr. Male says, judges come for- 
ward, and I do not see why veterinary surgeons should 
not. Perhaps the best way will be to acknowledge the 


letter and take noaction. This was seconded and carried, 

The CuarrMAN: At the last meeting, if you remember, 
we discussed a letter from Mr. Adams on the re-adjust- 
ment of fees for the examination of horses for insurance. 
I wrote to the Committee concerned and we appointed 
Mr. Willett to represent us. (The Secretary read the 


reply.) 

The CHAIRMAN: We have had a letter sent up with 
regard to the Milk Bill. Evidently the Council are tak- 
ing the matter in hand, and although the Committee 
which was appointed to deal with the Milk Bill did not 
meet, another committee was formed. 

The Secretary: I received a letter from the Sanitary 
Institute asking us to appoint a delegate to the Congress 
which will meet from July 28th to August 4th. It was 
too late to put on the Agenda. 

The CuarrMaN : Is it your wish that we appoint a 
delegate to the Congress of the Royal Sanitary Institute. 
Now that they have started again is it your wish to ap- 
point one or two. . 

The Secretary: It is rather important.just now that 
we should have delegates. 

Mr. WiLLETT: Our debates have always been rele- 
gated to the last day and any recommendations to the 
Congress have thus been of little use. I think we 
should make ourselves felt, and,if we do make recom- 
mendations they should certainly receive consideration, 
and not be dealt with as I was when I represented the 
Central at Cardiff. Other delegates have had the same 
experience as I had—that our recommendations have 
been too late. ; 

The CHAIRMAN: 1 see there is a conference of vet- 
erinary surgeons. Newcastle-on-Tyne is rather a long 
way, and expensive. I think we should ask the Sanitary 
Institute for some assurance that it is not to be relegated 
to the last day. They don’t do much forus. I think 
we should hold our own in the matter and enter a pro- 
test against being served as we have been served in the 

t 


Per. Wittett : I think we might with advantage ask 
what arrangements will be made if we go; and we might 
provisionally appoint a delegate. I propose we provis- 
lonally appoint the President to represent us. 

The CHairMan : I was the delegate to the last Con- 
gress at Blackpool, and [ think it is only right that some- 
one else should go this time. _I should like to propose 
Major Simpson, he 1s a man of some leisure and great 
ability. 
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Major Simpson : I think you ought to have someone 
more in touch with veterinary matters. : 

Mr. WitLetT: It has been proposed that the Chair- 
man represent us. (Carried.) 

Mr. Wiuuett: As to the fees allowed. I take it the 
Society pays the expenses—probably two days will be 
sufficient. _ At any rate none of the previous delegates 
have put in very much for their expenses. It is there- 
fore an instruction to the Secretary to write to the 
Sanitary Institute and ask for information. 

The CHarrRMAN : The romp | will write and ask for 
information, and express the wish that it is not held on 
the last day, and any expressions of opinion received 
will have due consideration. We shall hold a meeting 
just before, on July 25th, and there will then be time to 
consider any reply. We shall have to pay the guinea 
fee, however, which includes a ticket for the conference. 

Mr. WiLueETT: Leave it to the President and Secretary 
to decide if the reply is satisfactory. I will send the 
guivea when I am satisfied that it is in order. 

Nominations. Mr. WiLLeTT: I beg to propose my 
brother. 

The CHAIRMAN : Proposed and seconded that Mr. A. 
Willett be a member of this Association. (Carried.) 

Place of next Meeting. CHAIRMAN: During the war 
we have held meetings in Reading. Now we could have 
a deviation from that, and perhaps have a river meeting 
at Reading or somewhere 2n the river. 

Mr. WitLett : Reading is easier for most of us to get 
away from. We had two very successful river meetings, 
and the ladies enjoyed them. Perhaps you will leave it 
to the President, Secretary, and Treasurer to fix it up. 

A MemBER: Don’t forget there will be three Peace 
in July. 

Mr. WILLETT: We can either carry it forward or post- 
pone it a week, so that it does not clash. 

The CHAIRMAN: Perhaps it would be as well to have 
a jollification on one of the Peace days. But if you wish 
we will put it off to a week before or a week after. 

Defaulters. Mr. WiLLettT: I was instructed to write 
to two members, one of whom has not paid his entrance 
fee, and the other his subscription. I wrote to both— 
one sent a cheque, the other no reply. I take it we have 
your permission to strike him off. 

The CHAIRMAN: According to the rules of the Assoc- 
iation, if a member has not paid his entrance fee for six 
months he ceases to be a member. 

Mr. WILLETT: As we are petting back to normal times, 
have I your permission to bring forward the names of 
those in arrear up to date—some of the men have been 
a Very f teri h 
e : Very few veterinary surgeons have 

as yet been p 

Mr. WILLETT : Is it your wish then to leave therh over 
until the end of 1919. 

A MEMBER: Yes. 

The CuHairRMAN: In the Report of the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons there is a recom- 
mendation from the General Purposes Committee that 
a circular letter be sent to all the local Veterinary 
Medical Associations. We have not had this letter yet, 
but by the time we get it, it will be too late to do any 
good. I thought the matter should be brought up to-day 
so that we can deal with it in accordance with the wishes 
of the Royal College in this matter. I take it that it 
means we should approach Members of Parliament and 
ask them to help us with regard to representation on 
this Bill. Perhaps Sir Stewart Stockman will give us 
his views on the matter. 

The meeting resolved itself into Committee to con- 
sider this matter. 

Upon the meeting being resumed it was resolved, that 
a resolution be sent to each Veterinary Society, the 


Board of Agriculture, and the Council of the R.C.V.S., 


upon this subject and the wording of same to be left in 
the hands of the President, Secretary, and Major Sim 
son, and the Secretary was instructed to forward the 
same to above-named bodies. : 
LESIONS ry tHE DIAGNOSIS or SWINE FEVER. 
By Esmonp Brown, M.Rk.c.v.s. Board of Agriculture. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—When on Monday 
evening I received a copy of the agenda of this meeting 
I discovered that No. 5 was to be a paper on “Lessons 
in diagnosis of swine fever.” Now, the title I thought 
I had given in my letter to our Secretary was “Lesions 
in the diagnosis of swine fever.” No doubt the defects 
of my handwriting are responsible for the variation, and 
I hope that you do not suspect me of claiming the right 
to stand up before you as a pedagogue whose object is 
to deal out instruction. 

It is not on, intention to teach. Swine fever has 
taught me one lesson, and that is that it is not wise to 
be Teguetis over the questions of its diagnosis. 

Any member of our profession who has, as part of his 
work, to deal with the diagnosis of swine fever is at 
times inclined to doubt whether the lesions are really 
very reliable guides. He gets cases where he finds le- 
sions which appear characteristic. but where other evi- 
dence is againgst swine fever being present. At other 
times he finds all the other characteristics of swine fever, 
but no typical lesions. The discovery that in swine 
fever the actual element of contagion is an ultravisible 
virus, and the relegation to a secondary position of the 
swine fever bacillus, or Bacillus cholere suis, naturally 
raised doubts as to whether the lesions were as reliable 
a factor in diagnosis as had previously been thought. 
In formal discussion, at any rate, the suggestion is some- 
times thrown out that the value of the lesions in dia- 
gnosis is very much weakened, because of the possible 
existence of agents other than the ultra-visible virus 
which will prepare the ground, so to speak, for the swine 
fever bacillus to get to work. 

In spite of these doubts, the consideration of large 
numbers of outbreaks of disease in swine, occurring over 
long periods and under divers conditions, and the con- 
sideration also of the results of numerous experiments, 
has led to the acceptance of the view that there is a 
specific febrile contagious disease of swine, caused by an 
cltra-visible virus giving rise to fairly characteristic 
though varying clinical symptoms, and associated with 
the formation, in the majority of instances, of recogni- 
sable lesions ; and|further, that the occurrence of such 
lesions except as the result of an attack of swine fever 
is so rare that it may be almost disregarded. 

The question as to whether the bacillus cholerz suis 

can set up lesions “on its own,” or with the help of any- 
thing other than the ultra-visible virus of swine fever, 
is one for further observation and research, but from 
the practical point of view for present day diagnosis, I 
think that it is well not to attach too much importance 
to it. 
The lesions will remain our best guide, in spite of their 
admitted shortcomings, until something better is given 
to us in the shape of an easily applied reliable test, and 
so far as I know nothing practicable in that direction 
has as yet been formulated. I do not mean to claim 
that swine fever can invariably be diagnosed by the evi- 
dence of lesions alone. In this disease, as in most others, 
every available relevant factor should be considered be- 
fore a decision is made. 

I will now proceed to a description of the princi 
lesions associated with swine fever ;I shall also refer 
to a few lesions which have, I believe wrongly, been put 
forward as supporting a diagnosis of swinefever, and in 
addition shall call your attention to one or two normal 
anatomical peculiarities which are occasionally mistaken 
for swine fever lesions. 
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In some acute cases of swine fever the lesions are ofa 
very vague character, and possess small diagnostic value. 
There may be little beyond slight congestion of mucous 
membranes and of some groups of lymphatic glands. 
Cyanosis of the ears and other parts of the skin is some- 
times present without there being any other lesions. 

Further up the scale come such lesions as petechial 
hemorrhages in various parts of the body, severe con- 
gestion of mucous membranes of the stomach and intes- 
tines and cedema of the intestines. 

The most characteristic lesions of swine fever, how- 
ever, are the necrotic ones, namely the circumscribed 
areas of necrosis called swine fever ulcers, and the diph- 
theritic lesion which appears as a film on the surface of 
the mucous membrane, the film when detached by 
washing and manipulation leaving a roughened surface 
indicating some necrosis of the underlying membrane. 
I shall further describe these lesions in referring to their 
regional occurrence beginning with their distribution in 
the alimentary tract. 

An attack of swine fever may lead to ulceration of 
the tongue, but ulceration of the tongue, though signi- 
ficant if clinical symptoms of swine fever are present, is 
not in itself very valuable evidence. 

The mucous membrane of the pharynx frequently 
shows signs of ulceration, as also does that of the stom- 
ach. ceration of these parts may be due to swine 
fever, but I believe that as often as not it may be - 
duced by other causes, and ulcerative lesions of these 
parts have about the same value for diagnosis as ulcer- 
ation of the tongue. 

The mucous membrane of the stomach often shows 
congestion. A certain degree of congestion of this mem- 
brane may be physiologica], and due to digestive activ- 
ities provoked by the presence of food. 

Other common changes to the stomach are acute or 
chronic gastritis, shallow erosions of the mucous mem- 
brane, diphtheresis and ulceration as previously men- 
tioned. metimes there are round button ulcers which 
are indistinguishable in appearance from those found in 
the large intestines in typical cases of swine fever. 
This last type of stomach ulceration I admit carries some 
weight, but on the whole it is well to beware of exag- 
gerating the importance of stomach lesions in summing 
up the evidence for diagnosis. The stomach particularly 
is liable to inflammation and ulceration arising from 
causes other than swine fever. 

Passing from the stomach to the small intestines, it 
should be noted that the opening of the bile duct into 
the duodenum may be expected to be found an inch or 
so away from the pylorus. The opening of the bile duct 
is large enough to stand the insertion of an ordinary 
match-stick, and more than once a match-stick has been 
inserted into the opening in order to indicate it as a 
swine fever ulcer. I must hasten to add that that error 
is not of common Occurrence nowadays, any more than 
is the mistake of calling the continuation of the oesopho- 


geal mucous membrane over part of the gastric surface’ 


a swine fever diphtheresis, but as both these errors have 
at times been made I mention them as interesting cur- 
iosities rather than as being of serious import. 

The mucous membrane of any part of the stomach 
and intestines may be bile-stained, but bile-staining is 
readily distinguishable from ulceration and diphtheresis 
by the fact that the structures of the membranes are in- 
tact and visible. 

Genuine swine fever lesions in the small intestines are 
fairly common, especially in the last few feet of the 
ileum, and the large Peyer’s patch in that position is 
frequently the seat of diphtheritic and ulcerative changes. 

‘Discrete ulceration is not so common in the small intes- 

tines as diphtheresis and necrosis affecting practically 
the whole of the mucous membrane of considerable 
lengths of the bowel. 


There is a condition of the small intestine, not due to 
swine fever, which results in very great thickening of 
the bowel, but this thickening, instead of affecting 
ray lly the mucous and submucous coats as in swine 
ever lesions, is found to be in the muscular layers of 
the bowel wall. It is as though the muscular tissue has 
become hypertrophied in the attempt to overcome some 
obstruction further down. Usually the thickening ter- 
minates rather abruptly, and beyond the thickened por- 
tion the bowel wall may be thinner than normal, and 
showing perhaps a patch of necrosis of the mucous mem- 
brane accompanied by localised peritonitis. Sometimes 
there is actual perforation of the bowel wall at this point 
with escape of ingesta into the peritoneal cavity. This 
condition is not at allrare, it is probably due to some 
form of mechanical injury, and some cases at least 
appear to be due to injury to the bowel done during the 
performance of the operation of spaying. 

Necrotic lesions, not due to swine fever, rom | be pe. 
sent in the small intestine as a result of umbilical or 
scrotal hernia with strangulation. The cause of such 
lesions ought to be apparent to anyone making the post- 
mortem examination, and the evidence of peritonitis is 
to be noticed both before and after the intestine has been 
removed from the body. 

As a general rule, necrotic lesions of the intestines, 
when accompanied by peritonitis, do not point to the 
presence of swine fever, though exceptionally very severe 
chronic lesions of swine fever may eventually cause peri- 
tonitis by extending through the coats of the bowel to 
the peritoneal surface. 

Intussusception of the bowel may be mentioned as 
causing necrosis—I should hardly call this, or eversion 
of the rectum, a swine fever lesion, but both these seem 
to crop up with fair frequency amongst pigs when other 
evidence shows clearly that swine fever exists, and the 
most obvious reason for this is that the disturbed state 
of the intestine due to swine fever favours intussuscep- 
tion and eversion. 

I must now leave the small intestine and take up the 
catalogue of lesions as they appear in the large bowel. 
The ileo-cxcal valve, the czecum itself, and the first part 
of the colon are the favourite seats of swine fever lesions, 
and it is here that the most satisfactory post mortem 
evidence of swine fever is to be looked for. 

Besides the usual acute lesions, congestion, and el 
chial hemorrhages, one may come across larger submu- 
cous hemorrhages up to half-an-inch or more across, 
circular in outline, and these hemorrhages may show 
considerable depth or thickness. In some instances 
such comparatively large submucous hemorrhages are 
fairly numerous, and often some hecrosis or diphtheresis 
may be found on their surface. It is likely that such 
hemorrhages would have developed into typical circular 
ulcers if the subject had lived longer. 

Oedema of the wall of the cecum and part of the colon 
is a common lesion of swine fever, and I think that it is, 
next to typical ulceration and diphtheresis, of the highest 
diagnostic value. When I claim this [ do not refer to 
sligh cedema, but to a condition in which the thickness 
of the bowel wall is increased to many times the normal, 
and in whlch the jelly-like cedematous tissue fairly qui- 
vers on the piece of bowel being taken in the hands and 
shaken. This severe cedema is more often found in lar 
and middle-sized pigs than in very small ones, usually 
signifies a virulent type of swine fever, and in some 
series of connected outbreaks it is the most constant 
lesion ; sometimes as the only change present and at 
other times accompanied by hemorrhages and ulcer- 
ation. 

Swine fever ulceration of the large intestine may give 
rise to a variety of appearances. The ulcers usually re- 
— as most typica are those with a circular outline. 

hese may be of any size up to that of half-a-crown ; 
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exceptionally, a regular circular ulcer up to the size of a 
five shilling piece may be found. The surface of the 
necrotic tissue is generally raised above the level of the 
surrounding mucous membrane, and it often shows con- 
centric sizes. The colour may be anything from dirty 
white or yellow to greenish or brownish black. If the 
animal lives long enough the necrotic tissue starts to 
separate from the normal at the edge, leaving a slight 
gap. Then the necrotic portion or Button is shed and 
cicatrisation of the ulcer takes place. The snrface of the 
ulcer is then below that of the surrounding membrane 
and the cicatricial tissue contracting, the normal mem- 
brane becomes drawn in a little sometimes irregularly, 
prcentns a puckered appearance. The depression may 
come entirely obliterated by the formation of the 
cicatricial tissue, but the cicatrix can be detected by the 
fact that the intestinal glands are not replaced and b 
the surface of the scar giving a harsh impression on pal- 
pation. It has not the velvety feel of normal mucous 
membrane. Often the scar tissue shows a great tendency 
to crack when the bowel is manipulated on post mortem. 

Other shapes besides the circular are often found. At 
the edge of the ileo-caecal valve crescentic ulcers are 
quite common, and irregular ulcers of all sizes may be 

resent in the caecum and colon. Sometimes the sur- 
ace layers of the mucous membrane become necrotic 
over almost the whole area of the caecum and a good 
deal of the colon. Amongst this extensive necrosis, cir- 
cular or irregular islands of normal membrane may be 
seen. If the necrotic tissue is shed and cicatrisation 
takes place, these islands appear as elevations surrounded 
by scar tissues. 

Sometimes the changes, although spread over a wide 
surface do not result in a wholesale necrosis and 
shedding, but lead to a thickening and corrugation of 
the mucous membrane, with necrotic points and streaks 
which may become cicatrised. The appearance in some 
instances may be compared with that of the bovine 
intestine in a case of Johne’s disease, though the 
corrugations in swine fever are usually coarser. 

Sometimes the principal lesion of swine fever present 
is a shallow ulceration, a thin layer of necrotic tissue 
having been shed. Often this shallow ulceration is 
extensive, is irregular in outline, and may show at the 
junction with the normal membrane a distinct black line. 
This type is often referred to as “black edged ulcer- 
ation.’ 


Diphtheresis may be found in any part of the caecum 
and colon, and often affects several feet of the intestine. 
In many cases it is present in the caecum, then eighteen 
inches or so of the colon are free, and following this clear 
interval a length of colon shows pronounced diphtheresis. 
Sometimes the only gross lesions of swine fever present 
is diphtheresis of the middle loops of the colon. 

Adherent bowel contents nay at first sight look like 
a diphtheresis, but, after washing, the material comes 
away more easily than a swine fever diphtheresis, and the 
underlying membrane, though it may be mottled through 
irregular pressure, does not show abrasions or necrosis. 
. ot is a lesion of the large intestine sometimes 
called “ chamois gut,” which may involve several feet of 
the bowel. The wall of the intestine is rather thinner 
than normal, the inner surface is dirty yellow in colour, 
and is harsh and leathery in appearance. In places there 
may be evidence of a deeper necrosis. I am not certain 
as to what position this lesion rs oa take in the diag- 
nosis of swine fever. I have known it to occur when 
other evidence of the existence of swine fever has been 
lacking, and when subsequent enquiries at intervals over 

several weeks have failed to bring to light any further 
evidence. On the other hand it sometimes turns up in 
outbreaks where there is more typical evidence of the 
. existence of swine fever. It is perhaps a lesion which 


should always arouse suspicion, but one which does not 
justify a positive diagnosis unless the supporting 
evidence is strong. 

Swine 


An attack of swine erysipelas may produce a kind of 

diphtheresis. 

his usually has a smooth surface, and is bright in 
colour, and the mucous membrane looks as though it 
had been smeared with yellow or green oil paint. 

The question of the existence of swine erysipelas may 
be settled by laboratory methods, but apart from that 
the usual lesions of swine 7 las may be found else- 
where than in the bowels. If there is other evidence of 
the existence of swine erysipelas the appearance which 
I have just mentioned should be looked upon as further- 
ing a diagnosis of erysipelas rather than as pointing to 
swine fever. At the same time, intestinal lesions due to 
swine erysipelas do undoubtedly add much to the diffi- 
culties connected with the diagnosis of swine fever. 

I will now take up the question of tubercular ulcer- 
ation of the intestines. It is sometimes assumed that 
when a pig is the subject of extensive tuberculosis any 
intestinal ulceration must be due to tuberculosis and 
not to swine fever. Sometimes ulceration of the intes- 
tine is diagnosed as tubercular on account of the crater- 
like shape. In individual cases the matter may be 
settled by bacteriological and histological examination. 
Bacteriological examination alone may mislead in cases 
where, apart from the ulceration, there are extensive 
tubercular lesions of other parts. I shall not go further 
into the methods by which individual cases may be de- 
cided, because this mee is written mainly from the 
viewpoint of the man who makes post mortem exami- 
nations in the field, without elaborate accessories. 

Tubercular ulceration of the intestine of the pig is not 
of common occurrence. Swine fever ulceration is. Tuber- 
cular ulcers when present are more likely to be found in 
the small intestine than the large, while the reverse is 
true of swine fever ulcers. The crater-like shape of 
some ulcers may make one think of tuberculosis, put a 
deep swine fever ulcer, after the greater part of the ne- 
crotic tissue has been shed may show a comparable 


think I have said enough to suggest that when ulcers 
are present in the large intestine of a pig, even though 
the animal may show undoubted tubercular lesions else- 
where, it is well not to dismiss the case as one of tuber- 
culosis only without considering very carefully the possi- 
bility of the co-existence of swine fever. 

I have not much more to say about the cecum and 
colon, except to mention a few points which should be 
borne in mind when one is makinga tt age ore exami- 
nation on an animal suspected of being affected with 
swine fever. 

Around the ileo-cxcal valve are a number of intestinal 
glands or follicles opening on to the surface of the mu- 
cous membrane. These often become pl with a 
cheesy material, and the mouths of the glands with the 
ends of the plugs showing certainly bear, at first sight, 
some resemblance to swine fever ulcers. The plugs can, 
however, be easily pressed out with the thumbs. The 
gland mouths may then appear rather gaping, but neither 
the plugs nor the gaping mouths have anything to do 
with swine fever. 

An inch or two away from the ileo-czecal valve are to 
be found patches of intestinal glands, generally more or 
less circular in shape, and the patches are usually slightly 
raised above the surrounding membrane. In cases of 
swine fever they are often involved in necrotic lesions, 
but they are not themselves lesions, but normal struc- 
tures. 

Scattered up and down the large intestine are numer- 
ous solitary glands or follicles, and these may become 
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elevated and be plugged with cheesy material in the 
same way as the larger glands around the ileo-cxcal 
valve, and they are often especially prominent in the lat- 
ter part of the colon and in the rectum. I do not think 
there is any association between swine fever and the 
prominence of these glands. 

Occasionally the solitary follicles showa little necrosis 
around their mouths. This may be due to swine fever, 
sometimes it is seen in cases of swine erysipelas, but 
such slight necrosis may occur independently of either 


disease. 

If a pig has been dead for some time before exami- 
nation is made the mucous membrane of the intestine 
may he discoloured by post mortem change, and some- 
times gas bubbles are formed under the membrane. 
Allowance should be made for what may have happened 
after death, when considering the appearance of the 
intestine. 

In many pigs the intestinal mucous membrane is 
naturally pigmented, but the pigmentation ought not to 
be mistaken for a swine fever lesion. 

{ must ask for your forbearance for few moments 
longer while I mention a few lesions to be found in 
parts of the body other than the alimentary tract. 

Cyanosis of the skin I have already referred to. It is 
not peculiar to swine fever. Mi 

Areas of necrosis gn bre: found in almost any position 
on the skin. Those which bear most resemblance to 
swine fever ulcers are usually in the under part of the 
body, where the skin is thinner. The skin inside the 

repuce sometimes shows quite a crop of small ulcers. 
kin ulceration may sometimes be due to swine fever, 
but it has not much diagnostic value. | 

In acute cases of swine fever there are often petechial 
hemorrhages on the epiglottis, in the kidneys, and in 
some cases in the bladder also. 

With regard to hemorrhages, particularly petechial 
hemorrhages of the epiglottis and larger hemorrhages 
in the heart wall, it is worth remembering that 
slaughtered animals may show a few recent hemorrhages 
irrespective of any diseased condition, the hemorrhage 
occurring in the death throes. 

_ Sub-endocardial hzemorrhages are commonly to 
be found in animals slaughtered by bleeding. 

Congestion of the lungs, and pee, the latter 
often of a dry necrotic type, are nanny to be found 
in pigs affected with swine fever. Necrotic pneumonia 
should always rouse suspicion, though if a number of 
pigs are available for post-mortem examination and all 
show pneumonia of this type without any intestinal 
lesions it may be safe to assume that swine fever is not 
present, but even then it is better that any surviving pigs 
should be kept under observation for a time. 

That concludes my account of the lesions. To keep 
the paper within limits I have had to cut out many 
details, and it has been impossible to give a description 
of the appearances of the manifold forms in which swine 
fever may declare itself in the way of lesions. 

My efforts will now be supplemented by a selection of 
lantern slides prepared by Mr Norman, Chief Laboratory 
Assistant here. Also, in the Museum, there are a number 
of preserved, and more or less fresh specimens which 
will be available for your inspection if there is time 
after the more formal part of the meeting is over. 


ve an 


At the termination of his paper Mr. Brown 
ich he 


excellent display on the screen of many lesions w 
had mentioned in his paper. 
The PRESIDENT proposed a most hearty vote of thanks 
to Mr. Brown for his very excellent paper and illus- 
trations, and that the discussion should be deferred un- 


til our next business meeting, as in the short time left 
at our disposal, ful] justice could not be rendered. 

The Secrerary seconded, and it was carried with 
acclamation. 


_Sir Stewart Stockman then gave a most interesting 
cinematograph show, of horses affected with parasitic 
mange, and their treatment with the spray. Also, some 
cases of “Scrapie” in sheep. This disease is prevalent 
in the North country, but Sir Stewart informs us that it 
has not existed in the South for 100 years. 

This concluded one of our most enjoyable of meetings, 
and the President thanked Sir Stewart on behalf of the 
Society for his kindness in inviting the Society to the 
laboratory, and the very interesting subjects which he 
had illustrated on the screen. 


J. C. CoLemMan, Hon. Sec. 


VETERINARY POLITICS. 


To the Editor of “ The Veterinary Record.” 


Sir,—The contents of your “Correspondence Columns” 
during the t few weeks I have read with interest, 
and although I may be severely criticised for entering 
into the discussion, being a student, I will excuse my- 
self on the plea that the Public Schoolboy has been 
attacked, and intends to retaliate. 

Mr. Squair asks :—“ How many public schoolboys 
have the courage to enter the profession! or having en- 
tered it, have the ‘guts’ to become successful veterinary 
surgeons !” He is of opinion that there are very few. 1 
have summoned up enough courage to endeavour to en- 
ter it, and could enumerate quite a number of others, 
including a brother, who have taken the degree. 

I consider that to be a successful veterinary surgeon, 
financially and socially, a man uires to be well- 
educated and have plenty of tact, as he is brought into 
contact with so many different classes of humanity, but, 
he should bear in mind that to be pleasant with aman it 
is unnecessary to adjourn to a public-house and make 
yourself ‘cheap.’ That is how so many lose any respect 
that might be due to them. Also it is desirable always 
to remember that “ Familiarity breeds contempt.” 

There are two classes of public schoolboys—Gentle- 
man and Snobs. The latter will never be successful as 
doctor, barrister, veterinary surgeon or anything else ; 
the former, if he is keen enough to undertake veterinary 
surgery will put up a jolly good fight to make it a suc- 


cess. 

I feel confident “Dagonet” need not fear that veteri- 
nary surgeons will be done without if they ask for a 
reasonable remuneration for their services. Insurance 
companies may dispense with V.S. Reports, but time 
will bring them to a more reasonable state of mind if 
what I have seen is the case generally. 

Undoubtedly, if members were to combine, and not 
endeavour to “cut one another’s throats” they would 
receive greater respect, and at the same time be able to 
fight the “ Patent Medicine man.” 

There is no doubt in my mind that in order to 
establish such a brotherhood every Veterinary School 
should have its Students’ Club where social intercourse 
might be cultivated by members of the different years, 
ne this should at the same time afford an soatey 
to the less fortunate ones to self-educate themselves, 
and thus raise indirectly the future standard of the 
profession.— Yours faithfully, 

L, St. Bet Class “D” 
Royal Vety. Coll.: N.W. - 
May 5th. 
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ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY SURGEONS 


FELLOWSHIP DIPLOMA. 


A meeting of the Board of Examiners for the Fellow- 
ship a was held at the College, 10 Red Lion 
Square, London, W.C., on Saturday, May 10th, 1919. 
Four entries were received and the following candidates 
were successful :— 


New Regulations. 

Capt. Thomas Michael Doyle. Tropical Medicine. 
Thesis: “ Piroplasmosis.” Hxraminers :—Capt. J.T. 
Edwards, B.Sc., and Professor J. Macqueen. 

Capt. George Church Laneaster. Veterinary Surgery. 
Thesis : “Gunshot Wounds in Animals and their Treat- 
ment.” Hxaminers :—Professor J. Macqueen, and Mr. 
J. Malcolm. 

Old Regulations. 


Capt. Alexander Taylor, M.a.; Examiners :—Professor 
J. Macqueen, Messrs. J. Malcolm and W. Weods. 


W. J. Mutvey, Chairman. 
Frep Secretary. 


Personal. 


Mr. P. G. Bonp, M.R.C.v.s., at Plymouth Institution 
recently gave two lectures on “ Men of the South Hams.” 
The first dealt. more particularly with those who in the 
past had played an important part in local and national 
affairs, while the second was devoted to South Hammers 
who had rendered noble service in Empire building. 

The lectures were much appreciated by large audiences 
and were illustrated by fifty lantern pictures. Mr. Bond 
who has a wide knowledge of most matters appertaining 
to the history of the West of England, presented to the 
Institution an album of pictures of the many ancient 
houses he had described. 


Mr. G. Garr, J.P., M.R.C.v.s., Conon Bridge, has been 
elected on the Ross-shire Education Authority (Mid 
Ross Division). He headed the poll of the seven mem- 
bers elected. The successful candidates included two 
Medical practitioners, a Miaister of Religion, two Pro- 
prietors, anda Farmer. There were eleven unsuccessful 
candidates.—7'e Ross-shire Journal. 


Deputation of V.M.A. to the Chief Secretary 
for Ireland. 


The second deputation, representing the North of 
Ireland Veterinary Medical Association, consisted of 
Mr. J. Ewing Johnston, M.B.E., M.R.C.v.s. ( president of 
the Association); Mr. F. W. Emery, F.R.C.V.S. ; Mr. J. 
A. Jordan, M.R.C.v.s.; Mr. Thomas M’Guinness, 
m.R.c.v.8. ; and Mr. J. J. Ross, M.R.c.v.s. 

In the course of their speeches the members of the 
deputation pointed out that as an Association they felt 
the Ministry of Health Bill was one which vitally affected 
the profession, and that the duties devolving upon them 
as veterinary officers would be of an onerous and respon- 
sible character. It had now been conclusively proved 
that disease had been conveyed from the farmyard to 
the consumer in consequence of the ailment from which 
the animal suffered while alive, and it had also been 
proved beyond question that many serious forms of 
disease, including tuberculosis, anthrax, etc., which had 
manifested themselves in our large industrial centres, 
had been traced to places of production. In the past 
the public health authorities had endeavoured to the 


best of their ability to cope with such matters, but it had 
now been admitted that the services of veterinary offi- 
cers, with their technical knowledge and experience, 
were necessary in order that such forms of disease might 
be traced to their origin and the most up-to-date methods 
adopted to eradicate them. To this end the Association 
recognised that it would be necessary to entrust to 
veterinary officers appointed under the Bill the following 
duties :—(1) The inspection of dairies and cowsheds ; ?) 
the examination of animals with, when necessary, the 
application of scientific tests for disease ; (3) the exami- 
nation of animals intended for the food of man prior to 
slaughter ; (4) to assist in tracing diseases and in eluci- 
dating points of doubt and difficulty in all cases in which 
it may be presumed such have arisen from or through 
animal sources; (5) meat inspection ; and (6) to control 
well-equipped and soundly-supported laboratories estab- 
lished for research and experimental work in connection 
with this special service. 

The deputation pointed out that in order that the fore- 
going duties might be efficiently performed it was desi- 
rable that at least one veterinary officer who should de- 
vote his whole time to the duties should be appointed 
by each county council, and under those conditions the 
health of a community would be safeguarded and the 
dangers of disease reduced toa minimum. Also, having 
regard to the very prominent part the profession would 
have to take under the Act, it was thought it should 
have at least two representatives on the Irish Public 
Health Council, and further, that clause D of the Bill 
should be amended so as to expressly provide that one 
of the members of the Council should be a member of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

It was submitted that no Ministry of Public Health 
could be efficient or complete without an independent 
veterinary section upon which the Minister could rely 
for correct information and guidance, and to which mat- 
ters relating to animal disease should be referred. There 
were numerous diseases of man and animals that were 
so closely related in their causation that for their eluci- 
dation the most cordial association of the medical ofticer 
and the veterinarian was essential. 

On the subject of the inspection of meat and dairy 
herds it was claimed that for the efficient performance 
of these duties it was imperative that the veterinarian 
should have the active control and complete discharge 
of services connected therewith—working, of course, in 
co-operation with the medical officers of health. Gen- 
erally speaking, at the present moment this county was 
practically without a proper system of meat or dairy in- 
spection. Some places in Ireland where there was no 
system of meat inspection constituted a grave menace to 
centres such as Belfast, where, notwithstanding the 
strictest surveillance, it was possible for dishonest traders 
nnder cover of darkness to surreptitiously deposit dis- 
eased carcases in different parts of thecity. The abolition 
of all private slaughter-houses, the establishment of 
public slaughter-houses in urban and rural districts 
under the administration of the County Council, the 
adoption of a uniform system of meat inspection, and 
the appointment of whole-time veterinary meat in- 
spectors would, it was claimed, go far to remove this evil. 

In regard to the milk supply, it was urged that the 
Ministry of Health Bill provided an opportune moment 
for putting into effect some scheme for the safeguarding 
of the public health by a well organised control of the 
milk supply. In order to ensure a pure milk supply the 
deputation advocated the licensing of every milk vendor, 
whether wholesale or retail, and that every applicant for 
a licence to trade in milk or its derivatives should be 
compelled to fulfil certain well-defined conditions. It 
was felt that they ought at least to insist that the con- 
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ditions pertaining to the supply of milk were as stringent 
as those governing the manufacture and sale of intox- 
icants. 

The deputation received a favourable and sympathetic 
reception from the Chief Secretary, who informed them 
that the Ministry of Health Bill was going forward. He 
urged the members to proceed with propaganda work, 
and said he was satisfied that they would obtain 
recognition.— The Northern Whig. 


ELECTION ADDRESSES. 


To the Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Gentlemen,—In issuing this appeal I am not 
following the stereotyped custom of a host of 
promises usually set out in an Election Address, 
but to state. 

I have been nominated by the Yorkshire Veteri- 
nary Medical Society for re-election, after serving 
12 years on the Council R.C.V.S., and as a member 
of the Registration, Finance and other important 
Committees. 

Tam essentially a practitioners’ representative, 
am conversant with the needs and reforms beneficial 
to the profession, and will, when finance permits, 
lose no time to secure them. 

I consider your Council during the last four years 
has conducted the business of the profession with 
ability and economy. 

If you do me the honour to re-elect me, I can 
assure you of my best endeavours to justify your 
confidence.— Yours faithfully, 


Westfield House, SAMUEL WHARHAM. 
Leeds, 12 May, 1919. 


To the Electors of the Council R.C.V.S. 


Gentlemen,—Last year, nominated at the last 
moment, I received a gratifying amount of support 
and I again solicit your votes. Now, as then, I 
consider Finance, Parliamentary representation, and 
greater publicity of our proceedings are matters of 
first importance. Reports in the press tell us that 
medical men are striving for more direct parliament- 

representation. If important for them it is 
surely a hundredfold more important for us. We 
have no representation, no one fully conversant to 
represent our views across the floor of the Commons, 
the one place that obtains publicity and demands 
attention. Frequently we notice men of our pro- 
fession complaining of the social standing of the 
profession, ‘That it is little thought of” etc. Indi- 
vidually I think it is largely personal. Collectively 
we cannot hope to obtain this unless we obtain 
greater publicity and the public educated to the 
activities and importance of the profession for the 
public good. Our Military tribunal should continue 
to press for the demobilisation of our men. Surely 
hundreds could now be allowed to return to their 
homes. 

Education. The standard for admission should 
tend to rise. Subjects of no use to the practitioner 


eliminated and others of importance substituted in 
the curriculum. 

Representation. The present Council is not rep- 
resentative of the profession. I am in favour of 
representatation for the schools, Army, Board of 
Agriculture, and also district representation. Coun- 
cilmen of the latter class by attending the Associ- 
ation meetings of their districts would be in constant 
contact with the views of their electors and would 
more surely be their representatives. It would also, 
I am confident, bring a larger number of men to 
the membershipof the Associations, and arouse that 
enthusiasm now largely dormant. ‘ Fees,” 
“appointments,” “ the wants of the general prac- 
titioner ”’ etc., would then be more advantageously 
discussed, and resolutions passed, for the guidance 
of their representative. 

Councilmen elected should be pledged to a regu- 
lar attendance and if, unhappily, that became im- 
possible, should forthwith resign. 


55, Southgate St., J. B. Turt, F.R.C.v.8. 
Winchester, May 10/19. 


ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARYSURGEONS 


To the Editor of the “ Veterinary Record.” 
10, Red Lion Square, 8.W. 1. 


Dear Sir,—On the instructions of the President, | am 
to remind members returning to civil life of the neces- 
sity of notifying me of their new address, in order that 
any necessary correction may be made in the Register. 
This is especially important in view of the forthcoming 
issue of voting papers which will be despatched on May 
2ist.— Yours faithfully, 

Frep Registrar. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V5S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow- 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 


Allen, H., Major, R.A.v.c. £1 1°00 
Foster, A. N., Major, R.A.v.c. 110 
Skelton. 8. H., Capt. R.A.v.c. 
Tayler, R. C., Colchester. 
Previously acknowledged 739 15 10 

May 18. 743 19 10 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Extracts from London Gazette 
War Orrick, WHITEHALL, May 7. 
Forces. Royat Army VETERINARY Corps. 


Temp. Capt. W. B. De Vine relinquishes the actg. rank 
of Maj. on ceasing to be empld, as D.A.D.V.S. (Apr. 10). 


May 9. 
Capts. to be actg. Majs.:—J. J. G. Keppel, Spec. Res., 
Vhiist holding the appt. of (Feb. 12); 


J. Malone (March 5.) = 
Capt. C. D. M. Buckley, M.c., M.B., relinquishes the actg. 


rank of Maj. on reposting (March 27). 


- 


430 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


May 17, 1919 


May 10. 
Temp. Capt. H. G. Simpson relinquishes actg. rank of 
Maj. (April 19). 
ira, rmr. and Lt. G. P. White, from Gen. List, Infy., 
to be temp. Qrmr., with the rank of Lt. (Feb. 26, 1918). 
Temp. re. and Lt. O. Preston, to be Capt. under Art. 
330. R. Wt. for Pay and Promotion (April 28). 


May 12. 
Capt. T. A. Dobie, Spec. Res., to be actg. Maj. (Feb. 8). 
May 13. 
Tome, Coot. E. J. Burndred relinquishes the actg. rank 
of Maj. on vacating the appt. of D.A.D.V.S. (Apr. 23). 


TERRITORIAL Forcr, RoyaL ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 


May 7. 
Capt. J. E. L. Still to be Maj. (April 10). ” 
y 8 


ay 8. 
The notification regarding Capt. (now actg. Maj.) R. E. 
Beilby, which sppenedl in the Gazette of April 11, is 
cancelled. 
May 9. 


(temp. Maj.) J. Gillies, r.a.v.c. (T.F.), relinquishes 
the temp. rank of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (Apr. 1), 
May 12. 

Cut fests, Maj.) W. K. Barron relinquishes actg. rank 
of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (March 20). 

ae (actg. Maj.) G. H. Farrell is retired, having attained 
the age limit (May 13), and retains rank of Maj. 

Capt. (actg. Maj.) C. Hartley, E.R.C.V.S., relinquishes 
actg. rank of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (April 5). 

Capt. (temp. Maj.) C. E. Neill relinquishes temp. rank of 
Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (April 10). 


Capt. (actg. Maj.) J. J. Ridley relinquishes the actg. rank 
of Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (March 29). 

Capt. (actg. Maj.) J. H. Wright relinquishes actg. rank of 
Maj. on ceasing to be empld. (April 5). 


The War Office announces the following casualities :— 
* * * 


Died.—McM anon, Capt. B., R.A.v.c., attd. R.F.A. 


An experiment in Sheep Breeding. 


A Victorian (Australia) breeder who raised sheep for 
mutton began the plan of setting apart for special 
attention the ewes which yielded twins. In all flocks 
there is a percentage of ewes which are unusually pro- 
lific, and he se oe on that fact. His experience has 
been that the ewes, with sufficient food, were able to 
support in the young stages two lambs as well as one. 
The result of the scheme has been remarkable. Before 
he embarked upon it his lambing percentage was 89. 
The next year, after culling, it rose to 104, and in the 
third year to 144. He is so satisfied with his project 
that he has mapped out a course to apply the principle 
to rams—that is, selecting the sires which are themselves 
descended from prolific mothers. Breeders all know 
the value of the principle of selecting in the dairy herds, 
and there is no reason to fear the results when applied 
to other live stock. This breeder expects that before he 
has done he will develop a flock which will give him a 
lambing percentage of at least 200 per 100 ewes. That, 
he thinks, would be a safa point at which to halt. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 tro 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Rabi Foot- 
Confrmd) Out. | Ani- Out- | Ani- | Ons. | ani. | Sheer] 
Period. 2 breaks) mals. | Out- | Ani- /breaks/ mals. mate Scab.| Out- | Slaugh 
Sigs reaks| mals. | breaks | tered. * 
RAR (a) (a) (bd). (b) (b) (a) 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended May 10 12) 1 4 4 87 | 196 2 66 28 
; 1918 5 5 1 1} 933] 162 3 47 10 
1917 | 9| 9 so] 4] 7 | 43 
1916 1 | 18 36 | 66 2} 138 495 
Total for 19 weeks, 1919 299} 3] 71 | 95 | 19 | 153 6| 30) 2804 | 5555] 211] 538 192 
1918 120 | 135 14| 38] 2397| 4608] 297] 419 140 
Comapipansins 1917 252 | 287 11| 20] 1297 | 2688] 358] 987 420 
1916 251 | 204 | 1 | 94 | 21) 62] 1256 | 2972] 169] 1784 | 5632 


(a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, May 13, 1919 


t Counties affected, animals attacked :— 
Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


IRELAND. Week ended May 10 


1918 eee eee 4 4 eee 

Corresponding Week in { 1917 ... iets ine ies 1 3 4 24 

Total for 19 weeks, 1919 ete 1 1 | 58 144 16 57 
{ iis... f 1 1 | 61 158 27 

Corresponding period in { 1917 ... 2 2 1 1 18 206 ll 817 
. 1916 ... 2 6 on ans 29 207 110 545 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, May 12, 1919 


Norr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


